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Welcome

Cover shot courtesy of Katherine Yiannaki Photography

Congratulations on your engagement!
The next step on your journey is to start planning your perfect 
wedding, and Country House Wedding Venues is here to provide 
you with all the inspiration, top tips and incredible venues you need 
to make your day truly special.

With so much to think about when it comes to planning and organising your big day, 

we wanted to make it as straightforward and stress-free as possible! That’s why we’ve 

put together our 2021 ultimate wedding guide, which is packed full of helpful tips, 

expert advice and breathtaking venues to help you make your dream wedding a reality.

We hope that you find everything you need in this handy guide and, if not, you can 

find plenty more venues and wedding ideas on our website at wedding-venues.co.uk

Happy Planning!

The CHWV team x
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Beautiful and emotional, your wedding photos capture everything about 
your day, but how do you get the best possible photos from your wedding?

We spoke to three fabulous wedding photographers – Neale James, Amanda Karen 
and Lydia Stamps – to find out everything you need to know.

HOW TO GET THE 

best 
WEDDING PHOTOS

>  LYDIA STAMPS PHOTOGRAPHY



1 PLAN YOUR MORNING

Bridal preparation photos are 
a really important part of the story of 
your day, but the morning can run 
away with you if you don’t plan it well. 
“Make sure you allow plenty of time 
in the morning for bridal prep,” says 
Lydia. “You can even do a test run to 
check how long it takes to get into 
your dress and allow time for this 
after your hair and make-up is done. 
Speak to your photographer to find 
out how long they’d like for photos so 
you can build it into your schedule.”

2 PERFECT PREP PHOTOS

“You also need to think about 
the setting for your bridal prep 
photos,” says Amanda. “Try and keep 
this area clear and tidy and if there’s 
lots of natural light here and space 
to move, so much the better.”

3 UNPLUGGED CEREMONY

“Asking your guests to avoid 
taking photos during the ceremony 
will give your photographer all the 
opportunities they need to capture 
the most wonderful shots,” says 
Amanda. “Guests stepping out into 
the aisle with phones can ruin the 
moment and your photos. Let your 
photographer capture this incredibly 
special moment for you and let your 
guests just enjoy the moment with 
you, without tech getting in the way.”

4 KEEP THINGS SIMPLE

“Let the day play out,” says 
Neale. “There’s a tendency to feel 
the need to constantly entertain or 
engage your guests when you can 
just enjoy their company. Special 
moments don’t need to be created 
or contrived. That said, breaking the 
ice can be really helpful – magicians 
and mind-readers can be absolute 
photographic gold and they make 
for super-photographic micro stories!”

5 GROUP SHOTS

“I recommend having one and 
a half hours for your drinks reception 
at the very least,” says Lydia. “Give 
yourself as much time as possible 
and you’ll be able to stay relaxed. 
If Nana takes her time getting into 
place for the group shots, it won’t 
matter and you’ll also have time to 
relax and enjoy time with your friends 
and family.”

>  LYDIA STAMPS PHOTOGRAPHY

“Ask your guests to avoid taking 
photos during the ceremony”

>  AMANDA KAREN PHOTOGRAPHY

>  NEALE JAMES PHOTOGRAPHY

>  LYDIA STAMPS PHOTOGRAPHY

https://www.lydiastampsphotography.com/
https://www.nealejames.com/
https://www.amandakarenphotography.co.uk/
https://www.lydiastampsphotography.com/


2021 WEDDING GUIDE

>  NEALE JAMES PHOTOGRAPHY

6 BRIEF YOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHER

You’ve probably got a list of the 
group shots that you want, but don’t 
forget to tell your photographer 
about the VIPs too. “Weddings are 
about people,” says Neale. “Maybe 
somebody is coming from overseas 
who you haven’t seen in years, or 
maybe there’s a particular guest 
who introduced you to your partner 
– those people and those stories are 
of extra importance.”

7 THINK ABOUT THE LIGHT

“Good light will make a huge 
difference to your photos,” explains 
Lydia. “Natural light outdoors really 
is the best and will make the world 
of difference, so if you’re getting 
married in winter, check the sunset 
time on your date and make sure 
your ceremony is at least a couple 
of hours before so you can have your 
portraits taken outdoors, or at least 
by a window, and in natural light.”

 

8 GOLDEN HOUR PORTRAITS

The hour before sunset is the 
perfect time for those romantic 
couple shots when you’re bathed 
in warm and flattering light. If you 
can make the most of this, you’ll be 
rewarded with amazing photos. 
“The light will make your photos 
sing, and because most of the official 
jobs will be done, you’ll be super 
relaxed,” says Lydia. “This is a magic 
combination for awesome photos, 
and ‘golden hour’ portraits are often 
among my favourites from the day.” 

9 ENGAGEMENT SHOOT

“If you’re able to have an 
engagement shoot before your 
big day, you will be much more 
relaxed on the day when it is time 
for photographs,” suggests Amanda. 
“These are also really helpful 
because your photographer can find 
out more about you and see what 
works for you before your wedding, 
plus you get another set of fantastic 
photos!”

10 TRUST THEM

“Photographers understand 
that being in front of the camera 
can be a little nerve-racking,” says 
Amanda. “But, if you trust your 
photographer, you’ll get wonderful 
photos. Listen to any direction they 
give you but don’t worry about 
posing, just let them capture you in 
a really natural, beautiful way. If we’ve 
done our job well, you should even 
forget that we’re there.”

“Listen to any direction they give you 
but don’t worry about posing, 

just let your photographer capture you 
in a really natural, beautiful way”

>  LYDIA STAMPS PHOTOGRAPHY

>  AMANDA KAREN PHOTOGRAPHY

>  AMANDA KAREN PHOTOGRAPHY



Unique
WEDDING VENUES

The look, feel and flow of your wedding day all starts with your venue. 

 Set the scene with one of these show-stoppers.

>  THE CRAWLEYS

wedding-venues.co.uk

COMBERMERE ABBEY

2021 WEDDING GUIDE

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/
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BASSMEAD MANOR BARNS
• CAMBRIDGESHIRE •

Majestic and rustic in equal measure, 
you’ll be hard pushed to find a barn 
wedding venue quite like Bassmead 
Manor Barns. Surrounded by a private 
moat, manicured lawns and forested 
glades, the venue offers a secluded 
and intimate world of its own in the 
Cambridgeshire countryside.

The 300-year-old Rickety Barn is as 
romantic as they come, inviting you to 
marry beneath centuries-old beams  
and share a kiss on the antique love 
seat. There’s a contemporary barn for 
the party, plus the glamorous Boudoir 
for morning preparations and a 
luxurious honeymoon cottage.

SYRENCOT
• WILTSHIRE •

Cocooned in the charming Wiltshire 
countryside and surrounded by 
farmland, water meadows and 
woodland, this intimate estate will be 
exclusively yours for your wedding.

Walk through the billowy blooms and 
curvy walls of the Walled Garden to 
your ceremony in the restored Victorian 
Glasshouse, then raise a toast on the 
terrace of the rustic-chic, purpose-built 
Barn. The expert catering team will cook 
up a feast and the evening menu can be 
served fireside at the converted Bothy.

When it’s time for bed, a private 
staircase leads to your sumptuous 
honeymoon suite, with a further 11 
beautiful bedrooms for guests.

SYRENCOT

BASSMEAD MANOR BARNS

The 300-year-old Rickety 

Barn is as romantic as they 

come, inviting you to marry 

beneath centuries-old 

beams...

BASSMEAD MANOR BARNS

>  TOM HALLIDAY PHOTOGRAPHY

>  GREEN FIG PHOTOGRAPHY

>  EVA PHOTOGRAPHY

“

>  REAL SIMPLE PHOTOGRAPHY

> KATHERINE YIANNAKI PHOTOGRAPHY

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/wiltshire/syrencot
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/cambridgeshire/bassmead-manor-barns


PELHAM HOUSE

COMBERMERE ABBEY

>  SAMANTHA PELLS PHOTOGRAPHY

>  JORDANNA MARSTON PHOTOGRAPHY

>  KRIER PHOTOGRAPHY

PELHAM HOUSE
• EAST SUSSEX •

A luxurious location in the heart of 
Lewes, Pelham House offers a private 
club feel for sophisticated and stylish 
wedding celebrations. You’ll spend 
the morning preparing in the purpose-
designed Mews, before taking your 
first steps into married life amid the 
grandeur of the house’s art deco 
interiors.

After enjoying cocktails on the Terrace, 
fine food in the Dining Room and your 
first dance against a backdrop of marble 
pillars, retire to the unbounded luxury  
of your honeymoon suite while  
60 guests spend the night in  
the inviting bedrooms. 

COMBERMERE ABBEY
• CHESHIRE •

The Cheshire wedding venue that 
really does have it all. Home to one of 
the country’s largest private lakes, the 
world’s only fruit tree maze and the 
utterly romantic Walled Garden, you 
needn’t even step inside to fall head 
over heels for Combermere Abbey.

But we suggest you do, because a 
breathtaking Edwardian Glasshouse, 
contemporary Garden Pavilion and the 
decadent North Wing honeymoon suite 
all await your discovery...

Home to one of the 

country’s largest private 

lakes, the world’s only 

fruit tree maze and  

an utterly romantic 

walled garden...

COMBERMERE ABBEY

“

>  NIK CARTER PHOTOGRAPHY

2021 WEDDING GUIDE

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/east-sussex/pelham-house
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/cheshire-shropshire/combermere-abbey
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PENTNEY ABBEY
• NORFOLK •

Arriving at Pentney Abbey in Norfolk 
feels like stepping back in time. 
Romance reigns at the Abbey, making 
it the perfect place to say ‘I do’. You 
can exchange vows in the 600-year-
old Gatehouse, accessed by your 
own secret staircase, or outside in the 
fragrant Rose Garden.

Next door, the former banquet hall of 
the Barn sets the scene for a rustic 
reception, surrounded by timber 
beams, exposed brick and charming 
stone floors – a place you can 
personalise as much or little as you 
like. Eight luxurious and welcoming 
bedrooms await after nightfall. 

OLD PALACE CHESTER
• CHESHIRE •

With its remarkable history, unrivalled 
riverside location and palatial grandeur, 
no other wedding venue in Cheshire 
can offer luxury and opulence like Old 
Palace Chester.

Boasting a heady mix of peace and 
privacy, authentic architecture and 
flawless contemporary style, not to 
mention the elegant reception spaces 
and exquisite gardens, this remarkable 
setting has everything you could wish 
for in the heart of the city. With ancient 
Roman ruins behind and uninterrupted 
views of the River Dee in front, it’s 
safe to say that Old Palace Chester is 
second to none.

OLD PALACE CHESTER

>  JOHN BOON PHOTOGRAPHY

>  SARAH GLYNN PHOTOGRAPHY

>  ANDREW GALE PHOTOGRAPHY

>  ANDREW GALE PHOTOGRAPHY

PENTNEY ABBEY

>  ADAM HUDSON PHOTOGRAPHY

>   ANDREW GALE PHOTOGRAPHY

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/cheshire/old-palace-chester
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/norfolk/pentney-abbey
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THE PEAR TREE

>  STUDIOROUGE

>  KATHERINE YIANNAKI PHOTOGRAPHY

>  KATHERINE YIANNAKI PHOTOGRAPHY

>  JOSEPH DART PHOTOGRAPHY

THE PEAR TREE
• WILTSHIRE •

Steeped in centuries of history, this 
Wiltshire wedding venue is an exquisite 
choice for a celebration full of magic 
and natural beauty. And with a backdrop 
of rolling countryside, colourful gardens 
and even a private vineyard, you’ll have 
the perfect rural escape.

After a romantic ceremony, make your 
way down the sweeping, open-air 
staircase, and share drinks and canapés 
in the private and picturesque grounds. 
The Orangery offers a contemporary 
and chic space to enjoy your wedding 
breakfast, before retiring to Moonglow, 
your inviting honeymoon suite, for a final 
dash of luxury.

To find out more about these one-of-a-kind settings 
or any of our exclusive use wedding venues, then head 

on over to our website 
(www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues). 

With everything from characterful castles to 
breathtaking county barn, we think you’re going 

to like what you see!

wedding-venues.co.uk

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/wiltshire/the-pear-tree
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues
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No matter what time of year you’re tying the knot, you going to want to make 

sure your nearest and dearest look and feel great! With the help of 

Little Black Dress and Master Debonair, here are plenty of top tips to help 

you achieve exactly that.

OUTFIT TIPS  FOR EVERY SEASON

BRIDESMAIDS
&GROOMSMEN

https://www.littleblackdress.co.uk/
https://www.masterdebonair.com/
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WARMER STYLE
If you’re holding your special 

day in a country setting like

a barn or rural marquee, then 

a tweed-style suit would 

be perfectly matched with 

your surroundings. Spring 

calls for a warmer look and 

choosing a wool-based suit 

is both practical and stylish 

for any wedding held in this 

spectacular season. A dark 

navy, tweed-style check suit 

is guaranteed to put a spring 

in your step.

FRESH NEW COLOURS
Spring is a time for fresh new colours and celebrating new 

beginnings. Sunnier days might still have a chill so think 

slightly heavier fabrics with an added layer. Soft and subtle 

colours would be beautiful for a spring wedding mixing 

with bouquets of yellows and dazzling pinks, while muted 

shades are just perfect. Opt for pale pink and nude shades 

for a dreamy vibe.

Spring

“  A dark navy, tweed-style 
check suit is guaranteed to 
put a spring in your step. ”
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LIGHTER PALETTE
Both lighter colours and 

materials tend to appeal for 

a summer wedding. Stitching 

details in light coloured suits 

also provide you with the 

perfect opportunity to match 

your tie and pocket square 

accessories with your overall 

colour scheme. A suit with 

subtle hints of colour in the 

stitching is an ideal choice for 

any summer wedding with a 

flowing colour palette.

PLAYFUL THEMES
Explore more playful 

themes and inject fun into 

your special day. Multi-way 

options are perfect for using 

in different combinations 

to keep all your girlfriends 

happy too. You can choose 

from a multitude of colours, 

and we suggest a different 

colour for each bridesmaid 

to create a unique rainbow 

effect.

Summer

“  Multi-way
options are 
perfect for using 
in different 
combinations. ”
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GET COLOURFUL  
Summer might give you 

the best chance of sunshine, 

but autumn is certainly the 

most colourful time of the 

year and can be the most 

rewarding season for a 

spectacular backdrop to your 

day. Tweed- style materials 

are perfect for autumn 

weddings and browns, burnt 

oranges and wine reds are 

the best suit colours for 

this season.

AUTUMN HUES
It’s not all about gloomy days 

– think autumn hues, rusty 

golds and burnt oranges. 

Mustards or plums can be 

perfectly mixed with more 

neutral shades. Combine 

with practical accessories 

such as matching clutch 

bags and hair jewellery.

“  Browns, burnt oranges 
and wine reds are the 
best suit colours for 
this season. ” 

“  Autumn is 
definitely not 
all about 
gloomy days! ”

Autumn
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SHARP & PRACTICAL
If you’re getting married 

during the colder months, 

then you’ll want to find a 

suit that is both stylish and 

practical. Wool and thick, 

tweed-style woven fabrics 

are the best choice as they 

are heavier and tick all the 

boxes. Avoid any colours that 

are too plain while adding 

detail to stand out in closeup 

winter wedding photos 

to really enhance your 

overall look. Grey or blue 

with check and stitching 

detail is the best choice for a 

winter wedding.

MONOCHROME VIBE 
Bold is beautiful when it comes to winter weddings. And we 

love the colour black, of course. Adopt a more monochrome 

vibe and add colour with a wintry bouquet. Black dresses 

add a touch of iconic style à la Audrey Hepburn. Opt for long 

or short and an extravagant touch would be to add a faux 

fur in misty grey for your bridesmaids – they will thank you 

for it later. Borrow hues from seasonal festivities such as the 

woodland berries and frosty winter whites.

“  Borrow 
hues from 
seasonal 
festivities 
such as the 
woodland 
berries. ” 

Winter
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elegant
     A u t u m n  W e d d i n g

Setting an October wedding date, Sophie and Beth said their 

vows at Gaynes Park, celebrating with family and friends and 

surrounded by beautiful flowers and elegant décor.

S O P H I E  A N D  B E T H ' S

G AY N E S  PA R K
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SETTING THE SCENE

After a romantic proposal in Portugal, Sophie and  

Beth started looking for the perfect venue for their 

wedding day. 

DESIGN AND DÉCOR 

With their hearts set on an autumn wedding, Sophie 

and Beth chose an October wedding date. A colour 

scheme of gold and blush pink was complemented by 

a disco ball, drapes and a projection of ‘Mrs and Mrs 

Paterson’ in the rustic Mill Barn.

Flowers were a major element of the wedding décor, 

featuring throughout the day to mirror Gaynes Park’s 

beautiful gardens. From lavish bouquets to stunning 

arrangements, Sophie and Beth’s day had a wonderful 

floral feel to it. 

“  When we arrived at Gaynes Park, we 

knew instantly that it was where we 

would get married. It was perfect for us 

– we absolutely loved the aisle and the 

Orangery, the intimate Mill Barn and the 

breathtaking gardens. ”
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FAVOURITE MOMENT
“ Seeing each other for the first time 

before we walked down the aisle 

together. was fabulous! ”

ON THE DAY

Following their romantic ceremony in The Orangery, 

accompanied by a string quartet, Sophie and Beth 

treated their guests to a drinks reception in the 

colourful gardens as they made full use of all the 

breathtaking spaces for their wedding photos. 

It was soon time for the wedding breakfast in the Mill 

Barn, where a smoked bacon Scotch egg starter was 

followed by fillet of beef and a glazed lemon tart for  

a memorable feast.

As the sun went down, a live band filled the dance 

floor and Beth’s sister sang, ‘Let’s Stay Together’ by 

Al Green for the first dance.

BRIDAL STYLE

Sophie found her dream dress at Fleur de Lys in 

Saffron Walden. “ I wanted something simple but 

elegant and fell in love with my dress straight away,”

Beth chose a stunning dress with lace detail from 

Creatiques in Portsmouth. 

“  Although I didn’t know what Sophie would 

be wearing, I didn’t want a dress that would 

get in the way of hers, so I made sure it 

wasn’t too big or puffy. ”



2021 WEDDING GUIDE

STYLE FILE

VENUE  Gaynes Park

PHOTOGRAPHY  Steve Dunton 

FLORIST  Fairynuff Flowers  

STYLIST  Mediterranean Occasions

VIDEOGRAPHY  White Dress Films 

BAND  Uncle Funk and the Boogie

CEREMONY MUSICIANS  Chiswell Strings

CAKE  Ruthie’s Cupcakes

ADVICE FROM SOPHIE

“ Don’t get hung up on any small 

details. Just enjoy yourselves 

and expect to go over your 

budget by just a little bit! ”

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/essex/gaynes-park


After investing hours into curating perfect 
Pinterest boards, taking a step back can be a 
much-needed digital detox, but encouraging 
your guests to do the same can throw up a few 
dilemmas. Use these tips to strike the best 
social media balance for you. 

Social Media
O N  Y O U R  W E D D I N G  D AY

While some couples suffer sleepless nights worrying 
about babies bawling during the ceremony, others are 
fretting that their ceremony photos will be spoiled by 
a sea of guests’ phones as they too try to capture your 
big moment. If that’s you, breathe, because we’ve got 
the solution. Encourage your guests to focus on what’s 
happening right here, right now by asking them to put 
away their phones at certain points in the day. You could 
ask your ushers to remind guests that you’ve chosen a 
switched-off ceremony as they guide them to their seats 
or purchase a personalised unplugged ceremony sign 
to display. It’s up to you how much of your day – if any – 
you’d like to keep social media free.

G O  U N P L U G G E D When it’s time to hit the dance floor, ensure guests are 
hot-footing it up to join you and not sitting by the bar, 
scrolling through social media, by creating a social base 
they can return to after the party. Ask everyone to tag 
their posts with the same wedding hashtag (and make 
sure that it is unique) so there’s no chance of anyone 
missing out on the funniest or most romantic photos. 
This way, your guests can snap, dance and party the 
night away and save all the social media viewing for 
the next day.

H A S H TA G  H A P P Y

>  JESSICA NAZAROVA PHOTOGRAPHY

>   TONY GAMEIRO PHOTOGRAPHY

#202 1br ide

>  MISS DESIGN BERRY

>  STUDIO KP
>  REBECCA ARTHURS PHOTOGRAPHY

>  GINNI CORBETT PHOTOGRAPHY



20.451 views

View all 245 comments
2 DAYS AGO

happycouple Just Married! #bestdayever

>  M&J PHOTOGRAPHY

With social media playing such a huge role in our lives 
these days, there’s no right or wrong way to go about it 
on your wedding day.

If you choose to embrace it, there are so many ways to do 
it! Ask a bridesmaid to capture Stories throughout the day, 
stream your ceremony for those who can’t attend, go live 
during the speeches, or have a TikTok dance off when the 
DJ gets the party started!

Y O U R  W E D D I N G  Y O U R  WAY
Whatever you decide, it’s always a good idea to let your 
photographer or videographer know, just so they’re aware 
on the day.

The most important thing to remember though is that it 
is entirely up to you, so go with whatever you and your 
partner feel comfortable with!

#br idesquad

>  CHRIS BARBER PHOTOGRAPHY
90 20

>  W&E PHOTOGRAPHIE

>  JENN EMERLING PHOTOGRAPHY

2021 WEDDING GUIDE
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WEDDING
VENUES
FOR 
EVERYSeason
Every season has something special to offer 

you and your wedding, so whether you’re 

planning a sensational summer celebration 

in the sun, or a cosy winter wedding full 

of festive cheer, we can help you find the 

perfect venue to suit your big day.

Here’s what you should look out for 

no matter what time of year you’re 

getting married.
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OUR PICKS

CURRADINE BARNS
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Spring
Spring is often as unpredictable  

as it is beautiful, so you need a venue that has got 

every possibility covered. A setting with beautiful 

gardens or country views would provide an amazing 

backdrop to your day and those all-important 

wedding photos, while plenty of light and airy indoor 

space is a must in case those April showers hit!

For us, Curradine Barns in Worcestershire 

or Gaynes Park in Essex have everything you 

need and more.

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/worcestershire/curradine-barns
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/essex/gaynes-park
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OUR PICKS

RIVERVALE BARNS

OUR PICKS

SYRENCOT
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SummerT H E  S M E L L  O F

With any luck, you will be spending a good deal 

of time outdoors on your summer wedding day, 

so outside space is a must! To really make the most 

of the sun, consider a venue with an outdoor 

ceremony option, and any place that comes 

with gardens and grounds to explore will give your 

day that feeling of English summer romance.

The charming walled garden at Syrencot in 

Wiltshire and the magical al fresco ceremony 

space at Rivervale Barn would be perfect.

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/wiltshire/syrencot
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/hampshire/rivervale-barn


>  TOM HALLIDAY PHOTOGRAPHY
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AutumnT H E  H U E S  O F

Autumn is possibly the most beautiful time of year 

and an autumnal wedding has plenty going for it. 

Colourful natural backdrops, that feeling of cosiness 

and comforting seasonal dishes can all make a 

wedding really stand out. Venues with wooden décor 

work wonderfully with an autumn theme and can 

mirror the changing colours of the landscape while 

inviting spaces will give you that feeling of seclusion 

and privacy.

The Rickety Barn at Bassmead Manor Barns is ideal 

for autumn and Wasing Park’s leafy grounds look 

magical at this time of year.
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https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/cambridgeshire/bassmead-manor-barns
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/berkshire/wasing-park


Winter
If you’re looking for something enchanting and 

exciting, a winter wedding would be perfect! Some 

venues look so good inside that you won’t even need 

to step out, so think about choosing somewhere with 

plenty of style and character. Having everything you 

need all in one place is also a plus, and venues that 

offer accommodation as well mean less travelling on 

the day and a luxurious place to spend the night.

Pelham House in East Sussex is seriously stylish and 

sophisticated while Blackwell Grange will give you 

that fairy-tale setting for a winter wedding.
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https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/east-sussex/pelham-house
https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/venues/warwickshire/blackwell-grange


2021 WEDDING GUIDE

Whether you’re stressed over 
wedding planning or worried about 
how you’re going to organise your 
special day without offending other 
family members, take comfort in 
the fact that you’re not alone.
We hope these thoughts will  
help to put your mind at ease.

Be Selfish
On your wedding day of all days, it’s perfectly 
acceptable to be a little selfish! It’s absolutely 
crucial that you feel comfortable on your 
special day and that you celebrate in a way 
that makes you both happy.

Feel Stressed
No one expects you to glide through the 
planning of your wedding without feeling 
moments of stress and pressure. Planning 
a wedding, sticking to a budget and living 
your normal, day-to-day life can leave you 
feeling overwhelmed. Limit stress by being 
as organised as possible and asking for help.

It ’s OK to...

Take Time Out
However long you’ve got to plan your 
wedding, it’s more than OK to take a little
time away from it all. In fact, it’s essential! 
Have one night a week where wedding talk 
is banned, or plan a romantic weekend away 
with no wedding planning allowed. 

Have Adults Only
On the subject of guests, if lots of your 
friends and family members have children, 
you could find your guest list increasing in 
numbers. This is your day and if you would 
prefer to have an adult-only celebration or 
just to invite children who are part of your 
family, that’s absolutely fine.

Do Things Your Way
While tradition suggests you might have 
speeches, wedding cake, a first dance and 
plenty more, you don’t have to! Create a day 
that’s right for you! You might decide to stick 
with traditions but alter them a little to suit 
you. Why not try a unique cake flavour?
It’s your day so you can do what you like!

It ’s OK to...

It ’s OK to... It ’s OK to...

It ’s OK to...It ’s OK to...
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If you wake up worrying  

about the weather or that  

you’ll stumble over your  

vows... you’re not alone.

“
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Cry
Weddings are emotional! If the thought of 
saying your vows gives you a lump in your 
throat, fear not – chances are you’ll hold it 
together perfectly well. If not, take your time, 
take a breath and do the best you can. 
The only people watching are your friends 
and family and they are probably feeling 
equally emotional!

Have Worries
If you wake up worrying about the weather 
or that you’ll stumble over your vows... you’re 
not alone. It’s perfectly normal to have a few 
wedding jitters. The most important thing is 
to focus on the reason behind your special 
day and to remember that if anything doesn’t 
go quite to plan, chances are you either won’t 
notice or you’ll be having too much fun to care! 

Stay To The End
While traditionally the newlyweds might 
leave the celebrations just before the 
end, these days many couples decide to 
stay and enjoy every minute of their party. 
If you’ve chosen a venue with overnight 
accommodation, you can dance until the 
music stops, safe in the knowledge that 
you don’t have to go anywhere at all.

Keep It Small

It ’s OK to...

While it’s lovely to invite everyone you’ve 
ever known to share your special day, 
it’s also absolutely acceptable to have a 
smaller, more intimate wedding. Weddings 
are exceptionally personal and, while 
some people love the thought of a lavish 
celebration with hundreds of guests, others 
prefer the idea of exchanging vows in front 
of just their closest friends and family. 

Sit On Your Own
If you’re looking for an alternative to the 
traditional top table, why not consider a 
‘sweetheart table’ for two? It’s quite common 
for couples to say that they don’t spend 
enough time together on their wedding day, 
so perhaps this is the perfect way to enjoy 
your wedding breakfast and let the events
of the day sink in a little. 

It ’s OK to...

It ’s OK to... It ’s OK to...

It ’s OK to...
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Image courtesy of Katherine Yiannaki Photography 

Share your thoughts and ideas with us and together we can find your perfect wedding venue.  

Our collection of 150 handpicked, exclusive, hidden gems have been chosen for their beauty,  

reputation and excellence. In a venue that reflects your personal style and big day  

dreams, we can promise an unforgettable wedding day.

Yours for the day

https://www.wedding-venues.co.uk/

